Environment and face-hand test performance in the institutionalized elderly.
Long term institutionalized elderly people were tested over nine months on the Face Hand (FH) test. Orinally other neuropsychological tests also were to be given, but most patients could only respond to FH at first. Experimental subjects were transferred either to an enriched stimulation environment or a token economy program while control subjects remained in custodial care settings. Analysis of variance interaction between experimental condition and time of testing indicated significant improvement in performance in the enriched environment compared to the token economy and control groups. In supplementary analyses on a subsample capable of other tests at the end of nine months, FH correlated significantly with some neuropsychological measures and not with social skills.